MULTI-PARTY REPORTING SYSTEM AND METHOD 


ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

One or more parameters such as time is reported to a center using a form. Tlie 
center then automatically extracts data from the form and converts it for storage and 
subsequent processing or review. The invention allows other parties, upon proper 
authentication, to annotate received data, to indicate acceptance or rejection of the 
reported data. Depending on the relationship of the various parties and business rules 
stored with the center, parties other than the sender and center may also download 
reported data for subsequent processing, even where they have different hardware and 
software platforms. The invention is particularly suitable for senders such as employees 
who need to submit time sheets, expense reports, and the like to an employer, or for 
automatic analysis of submitted inventory reports, product orders, etc. In one 
embodiment, the center acts as an automatic data collecting and reporting intermediary 
between the sender and an employment agency, on one hand, and between the agency 
and a client, on the other hand, where the sender is associated with the agency but 
performs tasks on behalf of the client. 
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